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'omy. It is rather confirmatory, as would be expected, of conclusions 
based on other structural features. He ventures, however, to present 
diagrams of the " hypothetical relationships," respectively, of the genera 
of Quails and Grouse, based wholly on a studv of their pterylography. 
He expresses regret " that the amnount of labor involved in this investiga- 
tion has not been productive of more considerable results"; yet hardly 
more could have been expected than the contribution of facts here 
presented. It is not likely that any one set of characters, however, fully 
known, will ever serve as a basis for a satisfactory phylogeny. -J. A. A. 

Weed on the Winter Food of the Chickadee. ' The scientific study of 
the food habits of our birds, now carried on at various Agricultural 
Experiment Stations and elsewhere, is placing in strong light the indebt- 
edness of mani to insectivorous birds. Mr. Weed's excellent paper on 
-the winter food of the Chickadee shows that at this season the Chicka- 
dee's food consists very largely of the eggs of insects injurious to vegeta- 
tion. "This destruction," says Dr. Weed, "of the myriad eggs of plant- 
lice which infest fruit, shade, and forest trees is probably the mnost impor- 

'tant service the Chickadee renders during the winter residence." It also 
'destroys the eggs of the tent caterpillar and the fall canker worm, as 
'well as those of other noxious insects. Statistics are given of the results 
-of stomach examinations, and a detailed account of how the investiga- 
tions were conducted. The conclusion reached is that the Chickadee is 
" one of the best of the farmer's friends, working throughout the winter 
to subdue insect enemies of the farm, orchard, and garden." -J. A. A. 

Weed on the Feeding Habits of the Chipping Sparrow.2 - This is a 
detailed account of the number of times a pair of Chipping Sparrows fed 
their brood of young during "one long day in June," just before the 
young left the nest. It was found that the parents made nearly two hun- 
dred visits to the nest, carrying food to their young, during a single day. 
The precise nature of the food was of course not determined, but the 
most abundant elements were seen to be soft-bodied caterpillars, crickets, 
and crane-flies, while doubtless a great variety of other insects was taken. 
As this bird is an abundant, and at all times a harmless species, and com- 
monly raises two broods each season, its utility as an insect destroyer is 
abundantly evident.- J. A. A. 

1 The Winter food of the Chickadee. By Clarence M. Weed. Bull 54, 
New Hamphire College Agriculture Experiment Station, Durham, N. H., 
pp. 85-98. June I898. 

2 The Feeding Habits of the Chipping Sparrow. By Clarence M. Weed. 
Bull. 55, New Hampshire College Agriculture Experiment Station, Durham, 
N. H., pp. ioi-Iio. July, I898. 


	Article Contents
	p. 206

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Auk, Vol. 16, No. 2 (Apr., 1899), pp. 135-216
	Front Matter
	The Hummingbirds of the Santa Marta Region of Colombia [pp. 135-139]
	The Nocturnal Flight of Migrating Birds [pp. 140-146]
	A Historical Notice of Ross's Rosy Gull (Rhodostethia rosea) [pp. 146-155]
	Nesting of the Hermit Warbler in the Sierra Nevada Mountains, California [pp. 156-161]
	Some Observations on the Anatidæ of North Dakota [pp. 161-165]
	Some Philadelphia Ornithological Collections and Collectors, 1784-1850 [pp. 166-177]
	General Notes
	Thalassidroma Castro of Harcourt [pp. 177-178]
	Pelecanus Occidentalis vs. P. Fuscus [p. 178]
	Old Squaw (Clangula hyemalis) in Indiana [pp. 178-179]
	Gallinago Major versus Gallinago Media [p. 179]
	Sexual Difference in Size of the Pectoral Sandpiper (Tringa maculata) [pp. 179-180]
	The 1898 Migration of the Golden Plover (Charadrius dominicus) and Eskimo Curlew (Numenius borealis) in Massachusetts [p. 180]
	Hybrid Grouse [pp. 180-181]
	The Number of Rectrices in Grouse [p. 181]
	The Specific Name of Falco Regulus [p. 182]
	Habits of the Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata) [p. 182]
	The Names of the Song Sparrows [pp. 182-183]
	On the Name Xenocichla [pp. 183-184]
	Barn Swallows (Hirundo erythrogastra) [p. 184]
	Another Example of Curious Nesting of the American Redstart [pp. 184-185]
	Certhia Familiaris Americana, Not Certhia F. Fusca! [p. 185]
	Piranga Rubra and Carpodacus Mexicanus Frontalis Preoccupied? [pp. 185-186]
	Four Preoccupied Names [pp. 186-187]
	New and Rare Birds in Kansas [p. 187]
	More New Birds for Colorado [pp. 187-188]
	Some Additional New Mexican Birds [pp. 188-189]
	Notes from Rhode Island [pp. 189-190]
	Notes on Long Island Birds [pp. 190-193]
	Some Birds of Unusual Occurrence in Orleans County, N. Y. [pp. 193-196]
	Late Migrants and Stragglers in Eastern Massachusetts [p. 196]
	Destruction of Birds by the Great Cold Wave of February 13 and 14, 1899 [pp. 197-198]

	Recent Literature
	Review: Volume XXVI of the British Museum Catalogue of Birds [pp. 198-203]
	Review: Evans's 'Birds' [p. 203]
	Review: Von Ihering's Birds of San Paulo, Brazil [pp. 203-204]
	Review: Dearborn's Birds of Belknap and Merrimac Counties, New Hampshire [p. 204]
	Review: Nash's 'The Birds of Ontario in Relation to Agriculture' [pp. 204-205]
	Review: Stejneger on the Birds of the Kurile Islands [p. 205]
	Review: Clark on the Feather Tracts of North American Grouse and Quail [pp. 205-206]
	Review: Weed on the Winter Food of the Chickadee [p. 206]
	Review: Weed on the Feeding Habits of the Chipping Sparrow [p. 206]
	Review: Whitman's 'The Birds of Old English Literature' [p. 207]
	Publications Received [pp. 207-208]

	Correspondence
	The Spelling of Names [p. 209]
	A Protest [p. 210]

	Notes and News [pp. 211-216]
	Erratum [p. 216]
	Back Matter



